
MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET

PRODUCT NAME…………………….. : Powdered Chalk (Red)
MANUFACTURER/DISTRIBUTOR…. : L.S. Starret, Evans Rule Div
ADDRESS……………………………… : P.O.Box 40309
                         Charleston, SC 29423-0309
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBER….. : (843)797-2500              CHEMTREC: (800)424-9300

EFFECTIVE DATE: 28 September, 2006                                   SUPERSEDES: 03 November, 2003

SECTION  I             PRODUCT INFORMATION  

CHEMICAL FAMILY: Inorganic Metal Oxide and Carbonate Mixture
SYNONYMS: Calcium Carbonate, Ground Limestone, Chalk
FORMULA: CaCO3 mixture

SECTION  II HAZARDOUS INGREDIENT INFORMATION

COMPONENT % WEIGHT     ACGIH-TLV OSHA PEL
Calcium Carbonate > 75 %      5 mg/m3  5 mg/m3
(Limestone – CaCO3)                              nuisance dust respirable dust
CAS # 1317-65-3

Crystalline Silica Quartz < 5 %       0.1 mg/m3   0.1 mg/m3
CAS # 14808-60-7  respirable dust respirable dust

Color Pigments/ Additives < 20 %       5 mg/m3   5 mg/m3
(Synthetic Red Iron Oxide – Fe2O3))          nuisance dust respirable dust
CAS # 1309-37-1

SECTION  III HEALTH HAZARD DATA

PRIMARY ENTRY ROUTE: Inhalation and Ingestion
ACUTE EFFECTS: Abrasiveness may irritate eyes and skin
CHRONIC EFFECTS: Repeated or prolonged inhalation of airborne crystalline 
                                                                 Silica can cause fibrotic lung damage.
CARCINOGENICITY:     NPT: The NPT has included “Crystalline Silica” in its list of            
                                                                “Substances or groups of substances which may reason-
                                                                 ably be anticipated to be carcinogens.”

IARC:   “There is sufficient evidence for the carcinogenicity of 
 crystalline silica to experimental animals. There is 
 limited evidence for the carcinogenicity to humans.”

OSHA:   Not Regulated
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SECTION  IV FIRST AID MEASURES

EYE  CONTACT: Flush with water for 15 minutes. If irritation persist, seek 
 medical attention.
SKIN CONTACT: Wash with soap and water.
INHALATION: Remove to fresh air.
INGESTION: Drink large quantities of water, induce vomiting. Seek medical

attention.

SECTION  V FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES

FLASH POINT: Not Applicable
AUTO-IGNITION TEMP: Not Applicable
EXTINGUISHING MEDIA: Use means suitable for extinguishing surrounding fire.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES: None

SECTION  VI ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES

SPILL & LEAK: Vacuum or scoop material into a container for recovery or           
 disposal. If dust is generated, use appropriate respiratory

protection.

SECTION  VII HANDLING AND STORAGE

STORAGE TEMP.(min/max): Ambient/Ambient
SHELF LIFE: Unlimited in tightly closed container.
SPECIAL SENSITIVITY: None known
HANDLING/STORAGE: Store dry at ambient temperatures away from food and                 
          beverages. Avoid breathing dust. Avoid contact with eyes and 

skin. Wash thoroughly after handling.

SECTION  VIII PERSONAL PROTECTION

EYE PROTECTION: Safety glasses are recommended.
SKIN PROTECTION: Cloth or rubber gloves if needed.
GENERAL VENTILATION: Recommended
LOCAL VENTILATION: Use if needed to maintain TLV levels.
RESPIRATOR PROTECTION: OSHA approved respirator should be worn if recommended 

exposure limits are exceeded. 
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SECTION  IX PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES

PHYSICAL FORM: Solid; Powder
COLOR: Red 
ODOR: Odorless
PH: Slightly Alkaline
BOILING POINT: Not Applicable
MELTING/FREEZING POINT: Not Applicable
VISCOSITY: Not Applicable
SOLUBILITY: 0.001 kg/liter water
SPECIFIC GRAVITY: Approximately 2.70
BULK DENSITY: Not Established
VAPOR PRESSURE: Not Applicable

SECTION  X STABILITY AND REACTIVITY

STABILITY: Product is stable.
HAZ. POLYMERIZATION: Will not occur.
INCOMPATIBILITY: Acids; Alum; Ammonium Salts; Fluorine; Hydrogen Peroxide; 
                                                   Ethylene Oxide; Calcium Hypochlorite; Hydrazine; Hydrogen 
                                                    Trisulfide; Magnesium with Hydrogen.
CONDITIONS TO AVOID: None known
DECOMPOSITION TEMP: Above 825 degrees Celsius
DECOMPOSITION PRODUCT: Thermal decomposition may produce oxides of calcium and 

other potentially toxic fumes.

SECTION  XI TOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION

DATA FOR:  CRYSTALLINE SILICA QUARTZ, A NATURALLY OCCURING  
                                                    COMPONENT OF LIMESTONE.  

    
CHRONIC TOXICITY…….. : In the IARC monographs, in studies in experimental animals

(primarily rats) there were significant increases in the incidences
of adenocarcinomas and squamous carcinomas of the lung.

SECTION  XII ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION

NO ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE

SECTION  XIII DISPOSAL CONSIDERATIONS

WASTE DISPOSAL: Material which cannot be recycled, should be disposed of in 
accordance with all applicable regulations.
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SECTION  XIV TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION

DOT

PROPER SHIPPING NAME: None
HAZARD CLASS: Non-Regulated

IMO / IMDG

PROPER SHIPPING NAME: None
HAZARD CLASS: Non-Regulated

ICAO / IATA

PROPER SHIPPING NAME: None
HAZARD CLASS: Non-Regulated

SECTION  XV REGULATORY INFORMATION

TSCA STATUS: On TSCA inventory
CERCLA REPORTABLE 
QUANTITY: None
SARA TITLE III:

SECTION 302 : Contains no extremely hazardous substances.
SECTION 311/312 : Delayed health hazard.
SECTION 313 : Contains no listed toxic chemical.

RCRA STATUS: Not considered a hazardous waste.

SECTION  XVI OTHER INFORMATION

HMIS RATINGS: Health           - 1 Minimal  =0
Flammability – 0 Slight     =1
Reactivity      - 0 Moderate=2

Serious  =3
Severe   =4

The information in this MSDS was obtained from sources believed reliable. However, the information is provided without any 
representation or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding its accuracy. The conditions or methods of handling, storage, use 
and disposal of this product are beyond our control. For this and other reasons, we do not assume responsibility and expressly 
disclaim liability for loss, damage, or expense arising out of, or in any way connected with the handling, storage, use or disposal 
of this product.
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